
Let’s not miss what God has 
for us in 2018

Recently been talking about character

Alistair last week shared with us 4 foundations for a Godly character in 2018

This morning I want to build on that and share with you what God has been saying to me 
recently
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Does anyone have any idea where this is?

Lake Pukaki

The link here is about reflection…

This is the 1st Sunday of 2018

I could reflect, from a worldly view and think that 2017 was a great year…

But I want to be honest…am I truly satisfied now, NO

I could here very proud of my achievements and possessions, but is this really something to boast about?

Matthew 13 – Parable of the sower – talking about me

Caused me to reflect…
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Some of Jesus’ Teachings 

• “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because 
of me. Matthew 5:11

• “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Matthew 5:14
• In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your 

Father in heaven. Matthew 5:16
• “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves 

break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, 
and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
Matthew 6:19-21

• “Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge before my Father in heaven. But whoever 
disowns me before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven. Matthew 10:32-33

• “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a 
sword. 35 For I have come to turn ‘a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law 
against her mother-in-law— a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’ Anyone who loves 
their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves their son or daughter more 
than me is not worthy of me.” Matthew 10:34-37

• Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds their life will lose it, 
and whoever loses their life for my sake will find it. Matthew 10:38-39

• Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an 
abundance of possessions.” Luke 12:15

Wow
Conviction
Overwhelming…where do I go from here
…fear of the Lord reference
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1. Repent

Beauty

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have 
not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come 
into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 
20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their 
deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may 
be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God. John 3
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2. Remember God’s Promises

• Take delight in the LORD,
and he will give you the desires of your heart. Psalm 37:4

• “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door 
will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks 
finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. Which of you, if 
your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will 
give him a snake? If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good 
gifts to those who ask him! So in everything, do to others what you would 
have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets. Matthew 
7:7-12

Good good father
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3. Be Sure of Your Identity in Christ

• “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation, the old has 
gone, the new has come!” 2 Corinthians 5:17

• Ask God for a greater understanding of your identity in Him

The world and all can build will only frustrate, but I have received the Holy Spirit who is a 
gift that guarantees my eternal inheritance.

It tells me that as a new creation, that the old has gone an the new has come.

I live by faith an not by sight….I need to long for heaven on earth

Christ died not just for me but for all, and that his love compels me to no longer live for 
myself but for Him.

I also know that I will appear before the judgement seat of Christ and that since I know 
what it is to fear the Lord, I seek to make his name known amongst men.

I am Christ’s ambassador, who has been given a ministry of reconciliation (remove hostility)
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4. Surrender…it’s a choice

Romans 12

A Living Sacrifice – A sacrifice costs

Psalm 91

Think about the pride we have in our homes
Schedules are hectic…rest is precious…but do I let God in in those moments?

V2… wouldn’t everyone love to say that… life up & down, this morning some will, some won’t

Sure most of us have put ourselves down at some point for not feeling like that but don’t

Won’t just change…we have a choice

Are we willing to live in God’s house and will we choose to rest in him?

Not all going to be able to be perfect all the time -> where family comes in…we need to be looking 
out for one another and spring each other on

9



1Tim2
8 Therefore I want the men everywhere to pray, lifting up holy hands without anger or 
disputing.

Ph4
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!

Remember, command yourself to remember God’s goodness and faithfulness, make 
sure it is written on our hearts

Ps 40
Many, LORD my God,

are the wonders you have done,
the things you planned for us.

None can compare with you;
were I to speak and tell of your deeds,
they would be too many to declare.
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5. Listen

• Where is your secret place?

“But when you pray, go into your room, close the 
door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then 
your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will 

reward you.”
Matthew 6:6
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6. Run & Climb

Luke 19New International Version (NIV)
Zacchaeus the Tax Collector
19 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a 
chief tax collector and was wealthy.3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not 
see over the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-figtree to see him, since Jesus was coming 
that way.

1 Cor 9
The Need for Self-Discipline
24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get 
the prize. 25 Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will 
not last, but we do it to get a crown that will last forever.26 Therefore I do not run like someone running 
aimlessly; I do not fight like a boxer beating the air. 27 No, I strike a blow to my body and make it my slave so 
that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.

Revelation 4New International Version (NIV)
The Throne in Heaven
4 After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I had first heard 
speaking to me like a trumpetsaid, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.” 2 At 
once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it.

Go…with no compromise
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Let’s not miss what God has for us in 2018
1. Repent & come into the light
2. Remember God’s Promise
3. Be Sure of your identity in Christ
4. Surrender…It’s a choice
5. Listen…where is your Secret Place?
6. Run & Climb

“And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also glory in our 
sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, 
character; and character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s 

love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been 
given to us.“

Romans 5:2-5

Let’s not miss what God has for us in 2018
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